
Why the Eight Lights

Now before I get started, I just have to say one thing in my defense: I have always been a
believer in that a picture can paint a thousand words, and if a symbol can spark a thousand
images in a fertile mind, imagine the possibilities.

When I was originally asked to do this, I figured it would be a fairly easy undertaking to find out
"the” meaning behind something that we see every time we come to lodge. After sifting through
a lot of information, I think that I may have inadvertently picked the most ambiguous article in
the entire lodge. I should have done in on why the color blue.

Why did I pick this as my topic? Well it goes back to almost a year ago to when I had my
investigating committee meeting in this building. As part of that, Bill brought us up here to see
the lodge room. He pointed at some pretty mundane objects, a door knob, the door knocker, the
podiums, and told us how virtually everything in here was put here with purpose and had special
meaning. Even the stairs that come up to this room were constructed a specific way, even if it
hadn't been the simplest one.

He drew our attention to the eye “What's that?”
We gave our thoughts, he said “Interesting”.

So I asked him why there were eight lights around the eye, to which he answered in true Bill
Millet form "Great question, it is things like that that you can research and explore when you
become a master mason." And now the Worshipful master has afforded me this chance.

I originally thought that it was a clock of sorts. 8 lights, 8 hours, 3x8=24. It could have been
useful to operative masons and also used as a symbol to speculative masons. Unfortunately it
doesn't make a very good clock. You can't tell which 8 hour stretch you are on, and it is hard to
get even a vague idea of what time it is. Then I thought it could be a representation of the
musical scale to represent music,

DO RE MI FA SO LA TI DO
8 notes, 8 lights, too easy, so I was going to find my proof.

I found out that Pythagoras had had a hand in music as well. He discovered the numerical
relations to the musical scale. I thought for sure I was onto something.
Then I read that the musical scale only consisted of 7 notes.



I tried an artistic approach to make a correlation between the lights and the great work of art light
and truth when I came upon a picture of one on the internet and the sum of the first 2 symbols
under the "All seeing eye" the sun, moon, and 6 visible stars of Pleiades was 8.

I tried a more theological approach to see how the number eight relates to religion or God. Not
knowing where to start, I "googled" it. One of the top items was an article which referred to
Psalm 32:8 in the bible:

"I will instruct thee and guide thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will
guide thee with mine eye"

I also found out that in many religions the number 8 is a representation of resurrection and
rebirth, that Jesus was resurrected 8 days after he entered Jerusalem, and that many baptismal
founts/basins are in the shape of an octagon.

A new theory emerged. I took the 8 from the time one should spend dedicated to god, 8 from the
biblical verse and 8 from the sun moon and stars and came up with “if you spend your 8 hours
dedicated to God, guided by his instruction and apply it to the rest of your life, you may hope to
achieve resurrection/rebirth in the celestial lodge above, which could be represented by the sun,
moon, and stars.

I called Bill, he said "Interesting".

Bill gave me some more information to think on: the perfect ashlar being a cube has 8 points.

The primordial laws of nature refers to the perfect cube- 2x2x2=8

I tried to look for more information on this, but came up fruitless. On that search, I did find a
Masonic article on symbolism in which the author discussed "the point within a circle".

We are told that the point represents the individual brother and that the circle represents the
boundary line of his duty to god and man. At the end of this article with an 8 lined poem which I
thought was a fitting way of remembering the lights, each light dedicated to a line. It said:



The tresselboard of nature shows,
a vast array of symbols rare,
while all her elements disclose,
unchanging truths designed with care,
impressed more deeply in the heart,
while craftsmen diligently strive,
together from symbolic art ,
the truth that through its power survive.
So everything seemed in order, so I started writing my paper. I was doing pretty good, until I got
to Pythagoras and his seven notes, when it hits me: "If there are only seven notes why is it called
an octave?"

So I looked it up.

Octave
• The interval of eight diatonic degrees between 2 tones of the same name the higher of

which has twice as many vibrations /sec as the lower
• the eighth tone above a given pitch
• a poem consisting of eight lines
• the interval between any 2 frequencies having a ratio 2:1

You see Pythagoras is also perhaps the first person to define the "consonant" acoustic
relationships between strings of proportional lengths. More specifically strings of equal tension
of proportional length create tones of proportional frequency when plucked, no matter the
material being used (ie. Gut, steel, rope).

For example a 2 ft string will vibrate x times/sec while a string 1ft long will vibrate twice as fast,
and the resulting 2 frequencies create a perfect octave.

He also made one other important observation about our octave; if it is divided exactly in half it
creates an extremely dissonant sound.
Dissonant

• Harsh and inharmonious in sound.
• discordant
• being at variance; disagreeing



Two particular things came to mind after reading this, the part spoken by the Chaplain when
opening the lodge:

“Great architect of the universe! In thy name we have assembled and in thy
name we desire to proceed in all our doings. Grant that the sublime
principles of Freemasonry may so subdue every discordant passion with in
us- so harmonize and enrich our hearts with thine own love and goodness-
that the lodge at this time may humbly reflect that order and beauty which
reign forever before thy throne.

Amen”
And to that of the Senior Warden's part when opening/closing the lodge:

"As the sun is in the west at the close of the day, so stands the Senior Warden
in the west; to assist the Worshipful master in opening and closing his lodge;
to pay the craft their wages if any are due and to see that none go away
dissatisfied, harmony being the strength and support of all institutions,
particularly to this of ours.”

In conclusion, I still believe that the eight lights are a symbolic representation of Music, but more
importantly the music that can be created by an orchestra consisting of brethren of varying make,
of equal tension, harmoniously playing the instruments of brotherly love, relief, and truth, being
represented by the seven officers on earth, while being guided by the eighth tone above this
earthly pitch, the ultimate conductor of the universe.


